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99% of Slovak -children
can attend school. However,
the majority of Romani chil-
dren don’t have the oppor-
tunity to attend regular
schools.

The schools which take
them in offer highly simpli-
fied programs, which consid-
erably lower a child’s ability
to think. This makes it hard-
er for the children to success-
fully complete higher educa-
tion and find a job.

This explains why only 3%
of Romani children finish sec-
ondary school, and why a
cripplingly small percentage
(0.3%) earns a college degree.
This situation constitutes a
violation of the fundamental
right to education of the
Romani children of this coun-
try.
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THE RIGHT OF

EDUCATION

Education is a key to the
door of all the dreams.



SHRRING THe WORLD

Education in Slovakia is compulsory from
age 6 to 16. The education system con-
sists of elementary school which is divid-
ed into two parts, the first grade (age 6—
10) and the second grade (age 10-15)
which is finished by taking nationwide
testing called Monitor, from Slovak lan-
guage and math. Parents may apply for
social assistance for a child that is study-
ing on an elementary school or a high-
school. If approved, the state provides
basic study necessities for the child.
Schools provide books to all their stu-
dents with usual exceptions of books for
studying a foreign language and books
which require taking notes in them,
which are mostly present at the first
grade of elementary school.

THE RIGHT OF
EDUCATION

After finishing elementary school, students
are obliged to take one year in high school.
They are able to pick from Gymnasium,
which is seen as the highest level of high-
school education and usually considered as a
preparatory school for attending a universi-
ty, although anyone can apply to any univer-
sity. Besides Gymnasiums, Slovakia has
specialised high schools with bacalaureat
and specialised highschools without baca-
laureat. Schools with bacalaureat take 5
years to complete while the ones without
usually take less. Gymnasiums and many
other high schools require passing an entry
exam, consider previous study results or
perform a combination of both before accept-

ing a new student.

After finishing a high school, students can
go to university and are highly encouraged
to do so. Slovakia has a wide range of uni-
versities. The biggest wuniversity

is Comenius University, established in 1919.

Although it's not the first university ever es-
tablished on Slovak territory,

it's the oldest university that is still running.
Most universities in Slovakia are public fund-
ed, where anyone can apply. Every citizen has
a right for free education on public schools. If
student has to repeat a year or attends a se-
cond school after obtaining a degree, or is old-
er than 26 years and attending Bachelor's or
Master's courses or is older than 30 years and
attending Doctorate's courses, student has to
pay the expenses. Students of Doctorate's
courses receive a scholarship. Students of
Bachelor's and of Master's courses can apply
for a scholarship depending on their study
performance. The limit for applying for per-
formance scholarship is set individually by

each university.
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Comenius_University

